ANIMAL LAW CELL

FACULTY OF LAW, UNIVERSITY OF DELHI

MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE PET SHOP SURVEY BY
ANIMAL LAW CELL

The Animal Law Cell conducted a survey on the condition of pet
shops across Delhi, based on 34 visits. The findings were compiled
into a report, which has been submitted to the concerned
authorities. A press release was also circulated to various media
houses on 12th May. The Pet Shop Compliance Project by the
Animal Law Cell has received an overwhelming response and has
been widely covered by various media outlets.

Links and snapshots of the published articles are attached below.
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done across Delhi. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Dead fish, cramped
cages: report finds
illegal pet trade in city
despite existing rules

Soibam Rocky Singh
NEW DELHI | 14th May 2025

A newreport has uncovered rampant cruel-
ty and widespread legal violations across
pet shops in the Capital. Conducted by the
Animal Law Cell at the University of Delhi’s
Faculty of Law, the report titled ‘Violations
of Pet Shop Rules, 2018 across Delhi’ found
that not a single one of the 34 surveyed
shops complied with the rules.

From the sale of underage puppies to
dead fish rotting in crowded aquariums, the
report paints a grim picture of a thriving yet
unregulated pet trade in Delhi, both offline
and increasingly online.

A probe team, comprising law students,
documented shocking cases of neglect and
cruelty, exposing a complete breakdown of
oversight by authorities like the Delhi Ani-
mal Welfare Board.

The report also calls for urgent crack-
downs, shop closures, and awareness cam-
paigns to combat this cruelty, and warns
that without strict enforcement, Delhi’s ani-
mals will continue to suffer in pet shops.

“This report is a wake-up call — the law
exists to protect animals, but without enfor-
cement, it remains meaningless. Authorities
must act now,” said Prof. Sunanda Bharti,
Convener ofthe Animal Law Cell.
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Goldfish in glass bottles, selling
exotic tortoises: Report on pet
shops highlights irregularities

Date of Print: 15th May 2025

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW DELHI.MAY 14

PUPPIES SOLD before they were
weaned, goldfish stuffed intoglass
bottles,illicitsale of exoticstar tor-
toises, sick animals caged with
healthy oneswithoutcleanwater
or veterinary access, and missing
licenses — a survey conducted by
the Animal Law Cell (ALC) under
the Faculty of Law, University of
Delhi, has highlighted recuning
pattemsofviolationsin pet shops
across Delhi.

BetweenApril 6and9, 18 stu-
dents of the ALC undertook field
visits to 34 petshopsacrosseight
zonesof Delhi—Shahdara, Central
Delhi, Rohini, Janakpuri, Uttam
Nagar, Malviya Nagar, Khan
Market, and Burari, The survey, su-
pervised by facultymembers and
the Dean of the Faculty of Law,
wasdesigned toevaluate compli-
ance with the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (Pet Shop)
Rules, 2018.

“We encountered deplorable
housing conditions... ladk of basic
necessities such as feed and wa-
ter being providedtoanimals that
blatantly violate rules. The Pet
Shop Rules have been enacted to
ensure the well-being of animals
kept and traded in pet shops, yet
most establishments continue to
flout them with impunity,” the
team wroteonMondayinaletter
to Delhi Commissioner
(Development) Anil Kumar Singh,
and Dr Satyavir Singh, director of
the Delhi Animal Welfare Board's
animal husbandry unit.

The ALC called for “conduct-
ing inspections, issuing closure
notices, sealing unregistered pet
shops and seizing the animals
housed and displayed for sale
within these establishments”, It
also sought comprehensive in-

Animals keptin horrific
conditions;(above)goldfish
in asmallbottle.

spectionof petshopsatleastonce
a year, continuous monitoring to
preventillegal sale of wildlife, and
maintenance of recordsatshops.
As per the report, none of the
34 shopshad avalid or visibly dis-
played certificate of registration.
Many shops also had no perma-
nent structures. The survey also
found issues withwaste disposal.
“Most of the shops...fail to pro-
vide sufficient dietary require-
ments; lack accessto cleandrink-
ing water and proper feeding
vessels; do not remove food
waste,animal excreta, and organic
waste ona daily basis; and house
animals inimical to each other in
the same enclosures," it said.
Many shops claimed to only
sell pet accessories, but were in
fact supplying animals illegally
through personalmessagingapps

and informal breeder networks,
thereportadded.

The violations ranged from
unweaned puppies - some as
young as 40 days —being openly
offered for sale, to exoticbirdsand
reptiles caged in unclean, over-
crowdedenclosures, withno pro-
visionfor veterinarycare,itstated.
InNorthwest Delhi, a vendor was
foundsellinga pairof goldfishina
750ml glassbottle.

Accordingtothereport, insev-
eral instances, rabbits were kept
in metal cages exposed to the
harsh sun, birdswere seeninwire
enclosures without shade, and
mice were kept in stacked cages
without food or water. In other
shops, dead fish floated in algae-
choked tanks whileiguanas, para-
keets and turtles were displayed
alongside household pets in
breach of wildlife protectionlaws.

The report several recurring
violations — no shop had veteri-
nary emergency contactinforma-
tion displayed or maintained
healthrecords for animals.

Staffing standards were
equally poor, thereport indicated,
with several shops operatedsolely
by owners orminors withoutany
trained personnel. Alack of ven-
tilation, shade, or temperature
controlin many shops exposed
animals to extreme heat.

Thereportstated, “Althougha
legalframeworkexiststoregulate
pet shops...thereremains signifi-
cantimplementationgapsonthe
ground...” It added: “In many
cases,petshops wele unaware of...
applicable legal requirements, fur-
ther highlighting the need for ro-
bust awareness, outreach,and en-
forcement mechanisms...”

Thereportalsofound a*large”
and “rapidly expanding” online
pet trade that isunregulated and
held through social media pages

and websites
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7 Goldfish in perfume bottle,

protected species on sale
—DU students’ reporton

horrors of Delhi pet shops

Most were found in violation of the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Pet
Shop) Rules, 2018, by selling animals
that were too young—yparticularly
puppies aged 40 to 45 days that had not
even been weaned from their mothers.
“We researched very carefully before
2Zoing out to visit the shops, and
realised that the law is actually very
thorough,” said Ankur Arora, a second-
year law student and student convenor
of the ALC. “But visiting the shops
made us realise how without
implementation, this thoroughness is
useless.”

The ALC is a student-run society at
Delhi University, comprising students
from across the Faculty of Law. Their
survey has been submitted to both the
Animal Husbandry Unit of the Delhi
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“We at some level wanted people to be
aware of the law, and realise that while
they may buy pets for their happiness,
the process by which the pets come to
them is filled with cruelty,” said Arora.
“If they are still buying animals like
this, they are adding to the cruelty.”

(Edited by Radifah Kabir)

O Hindustan Times

Widespread cruelty, illegal
practices in Delhi pet
shops: Survey

"This report is a wake-up call — the law
exists to protect animals but without
enforcement, it remains meaningless.
Authorities must act now," Bharti said.

The report calls for urgent measures,
including the immediate shutdown of non-
compliant pet shops, the seizure of animals
kept in violation of the rules and stricter
monitoring to curb the illegal sale of wildlife
and companion animals.

"Without intervention, these violations will
continue to harm countless animals,
undermining the legal protections that are
meant to safeguard their Welfare,"
Ankur Arora, student convener of tric

Animal Law Cell, adding that the failure to

enforce existing laws sends a dangerous
message that cruelty is tolerable.

The Animal Law Cell expressed the hope
that the detailed findings will aid the
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Instagram: @animallawcell | LinkedIn:_https://www.linkedin.com/company/animal-law-cell
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